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“Friends come and friends go,

but a true friend sticks by you like family.”
Proverbs 18:24

A true friend but

also helps you

“! After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one
in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. “From that day
Saul kept David with him and did not let him return home to his
family. *And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he
loved him as himself. *Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing

and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his
bow and his belt.” 1 Samuel 18:1-4

1. A true friend loves a friend

“""David stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the hills of
the Desert of Ziph. Day after day Saul searched for him, but God
did not give David into his hands. " While David was at Horesh in
the Desert of Ziph, he learned that Saul had come out to take his
life. "°And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and
helped him find strength in God. " ‘Don’t be afiaid,” he said. ‘My
father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel,
and I will be second to you. Even my father Saul knows this.” *The
two of them made a covenant before the Lord. Then Jonathan went
home, but David remained at Horesh.”” 1 Samuel 23:14-18

2. A true friend lifts a friend

“! One day Jonathan son of Saul said to his young armor-bearer,
‘Come, let’s go over to the Philistine outpost on the other side.’
But he did not tell his father. “Saul was staying on the outskirts of
Gibeah under a pomegranate tree in Migron. With him were
about six hundred men, *among whom was Ahijah, who was
wearing an ephod. He was a son of Ichabod’s brother Ahitub son
of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the Lord’s priest in Shiloh. No one
was aware that Jonathan had left. *On each side of the pass that
Jonathan intended to cross to reach the Philistine outpost was a
cliff; one was called Bozez and the other Seneh. >One cliff stood
to the north toward Mikmash, the other to the south toward Geba.
SJonathan said to his young armor-bearer, ‘Come, let’s go over
to the outpost of those uncircumcised men. Perhaps the Lord will
act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving,
whether by many or by few.” ‘Do all that you have in mind,’ his
armor-bearer said. ‘Go ahead; I am with you heart and soul.”” 1
Samuel 14:1-7

3. A true friend leads a friend
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