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“Samson woke up and thought, ‘I’ll break loose and 
 escape, just as I always do.’ He did not realize 

that the Lord had stopped helping him.” 
Judges 16:20 

God will reward us with incredible leadership opportunities if 

______________________________________________ 

 “Again the Israelites did evil in the Lord’s sight, so the Lord handed 

them over to the Philistines, who oppressed them for forty years.  In 

those days a man named Manoah from the tribe of Dan lived in the 

town of Zorah. His wife was unable to become pregnant, and they had 

no children.  The angel of the LORD appeared to Manoah’s wife and 

said, ‘Even though you have been unable to have children, you will 

soon become pregnant and give birth to a son.  So be careful; you 

must not drink wine or any other alcoholic drink nor eat any 

forbidden food.  You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

and his hair must never be cut. For he will be dedicated to God as a 

Nazirite from birth. He will begin to rescue Israel from the 

Philistines.’”  Judges 13:1-5 

 

“One day when Samson was in Timnah,  one of the Philistine women 

caught his eye. When he returned home, he told his father and 

mother, ‘A young Philistine woman in Timnah caught my eye. I want 

to marry her. Get her for me.’  His father and mother objected. ‘Isn’t 

there even one woman in our tribe or among all the Israelites you 

could marry?’ they asked. ‘Why must you go to the pagan Philistines 

to find a wife?’ But Samson told his father, ‘Get her for me! She looks 

good to me.’”  Judges 14:1-3 

 

“As Samson and his parents were going down to Timnah, a young 

lion suddenly attacked Samson near the vineyards of Timnah.  At that 

moment the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him, and he 

ripped the lion's jaws apart with his bare hands. He did it as easily as 

if it were a young goat. But he didn’t tell his father or mother about 

it.”  Judges 14:5-6 

“Later, when he returned to Timnah for the wedding, he turned off the 

path to look at the carcass of the lion. And he found that a swarm of bees 

had made some honey in the carcass.  He scooped some of the honey into 

his hands and ate it along the way. He also gave some to his father and 

mother, and they ate it. But he didn’t tell them he had taken the honey 

from the carcass of the lion.”  Judges 14:8-9 
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NEXT WEEK:  Jabez:  Not Your Average Hero 

 

 
Become an EPIC leader by attending all four EPIC life 

development classes.  The next one is this evening at 6:00 PM.   

You may sign up at the Information Center in the Atrium. 

 


